Bulgarian Partner of MELAVERDE Project

The  Sexaginta Prista Site of Democratic Citizenship

A. The Site virtual venue

School Association for Global Education

S A G E

SAGE is a free, independent association of teachers, students and parents founded in September 1990.

The Association is a voluntary alliance of people subscribing to the ideas of peace, international understanding and cooperation, irrespective of age, gender, political views or ethnicity. 

Today the Association members number over 300 members from 14 schools in the Rousse region.

The Association aims to promote the vision of a civil society, respect for human rights and basic freedoms, environmental awareness, international understanding and peace.

The Association seeks cooperation with schools associated with UNESCO, Council of Europe networks for school links and exchanges, movements like “Teachers for Peace”, and NGOs  whose activities conform to the aims of SAGE. 

The basic activities of the Association relate to:

· International projects aiming to promote education for peace, international understanding and cooperation;

· Provision of information about international educational activities and organisations;

· Contacts and exchange of information with schools, students and teachers from other countries and regions in world;

· Programmes for school links and exchanges;

· Publication of information newsletters and bulletins on innovative methods for global awareness education;

· Organisation of workshops, seminars and conferences on education for international understanding, peace and tolerance, human rights and environmental awareness. 

· Intercultural programmes

B. How does it function?

1. Active participation of students in terms of empowerment skills:

Students participate in clubs according to their interests; participation in events gives them possibilities for self-assertion and prestige; synergistic activities, especially encouraging creative work, motivate students and teach them skills for team activities and leadership. They are encouraged to turn to their immediate surrounding and rediscover the beauty of their home, street, family history, which boosts their ego and triggers the need for participation. Projects like “My Street”, “City Empathy”, “Family Cultures”, “The Individual in Civil Society – Conflicts and Communication” have been very effective in evoking interest and recruiting participants.

Teachers also perform some of the activities via mainstream classwork in subjects like languages, history, civics, arts.

The final event of projects usually involves evaluation and bestowing individual prizes of distinction. Most projects envisage the publication of creative work, demonstrations of achievements in exhibitions and concerts, thus visualising participation for the larger community and providing further encouragement.

C. Training

Training is provided in the Alternative Classroom for Education across Borders ACE*AB

The framework for action aims to ensure that the learning needs for all young people are met through equitable access to appropriate learning and life skills programmes.
The major objective  is targetted at improving all aspects of the quality of education in order to achieve recognised and measurable learning outcomes for all.
The immediate objectives:

· Set up a resource  centre for training teachers and students for community work, volunteers and activists of other NGOs

· Build experience and commitment to cooperative action for vulnerable groups

· Develop skills and concepts supportive of community integration

· Develop programmes for informal education, teaching aids and reading materials

· Raise community awareness of the necessity of integrated education for the disadvantaged

· Give capacity to volunteers at different levels in facing reconciliation, and coping with and transforming

· Promote dialogue with policy makers

Action:

· Design workshops  to discuss entry points such as education programmes, community service programmes, legal programmes

· Seminars to illustrate the range of activities that can be undertaken, especially for field practitioners interested to implement such activities in the immediate future

· Elaboration of skills development packages for trainees and resource persons

· Identification of trainers

Experimental programmes phase include: 

Programme 1: Focus on learning partnership 

Programme 2: Focus on Volunteers Training 

Programme 3: Focus on training animators of ASP UNESCO

Programme 4: Focus on the vulnerable groups /disadvantaged/ in South East Europe

An expert team develops terms of participation and logistics of programme implementation on the national and international levels.

Each programme is evaluated and results are publicised via printed materials and multimedia products.

An on-going Discussion Forum functions for some of the programmes.

Most projects developed by SAGE include teacher training and training of volunteers, consultations during activities, provision of printed and Internet information.

A special system of qualification has been developed to legalise international teachers’ competencies.

Teachers are further encouraged to take part in qualification in-service courses and training activities offered by Bulgarian institutions, NGOs, Council of Europe training courses as well as specialisations provided by other international organisations.

D. A network for action research, linking theory and practice

We have started some research in collaboration with the Rousse University  - European Studies Department and Computer Technology Department, the Lower Danube University in Galatz, Romania; the New Bulgarian University of Sofia. We have also developed some exemplary activities for human rights education for the UNDP in Bulgaria. We have been collaborating actively with UNESCO ASPnet schools within the framework of the flagship projects and produced the “River Empathy” book,  the teaching  resource book “Continuing Challenges for Human Rights Education”, the SEE*JOY Schoolbook with modules on cultures and languages for international understanding, The PACE classroom book on conflict resolution, Family Culture Modules and Sample Activities.

E. Dimensions of intercultural learning

Each of the projects seeks crosspoints and vistas for intercultural learning such as issues related to cultural identity in multinational communities, mixed families, pluriethnic classes. We are trying to encourage teachers to include cultural kits in optional classes, we provide contacts with schools and possibilities for links and exchanges. Projects involve  work on collections of stories, poems, studies of humour, traditions and rites, religion and feasts. The summer schools programmes include cultural evenings of all countries presented.

In some of our partner schools we have Roma children participating in the clubs, specially related to family projects. We have also got Jewish, Armenian, Turkish students.

F. Funding of activities

Funding is sought with national and international granting organisations by developing projects, membership fees and donations. Students organise campaings for fund-raising by distributing Christmas cards and calendars, preparing small souvenirs.

Volunteer work, the help of the Municipality of Rousse with free use of halls and other premises, materials, reduction of prices provided by the Bistra and Galina hotel-foundation, books and prizes provided by the Open Society Club of Rousse, private companies in Rousse, the Lions Clubs, secure sustainability of projects. 

When we fail in one place, we seek elsewhere.

G. Some recent activities accomplished by SAGE involve:

·  “Family Cultures  Spanning Generations” project aiming to sensitise young people to family values and help build a family culture of peace 1999 – 2000

· Publication of a collection of students’ creative work in a collection “We are, what we were” – 2000

· Launching of PACE /Peaceful Alternatives to Conflict through Education/ project for ASP schools in South-Eastern Europe – 2000

· Launching of “Classroom across the borders” project – 2000;

· Discussion Club for Culture of Peace – 2000

· PACE expert meeting 2001

· Launching of Citizenship project 2001

· SEE*JOY 2001

· CAB Evaluation meeting 2001

· March ASP national meeting 2002

· May UNESCO Synergy Forum 2002

· Publications: SEE*JOY schoolbook, PACE best practices, Citizenship schoolbook

H. Sample activities

1. My Street Project

Invitation to join in an E-mail artistic effort in civil awareness

What is your street like?

Describe the people, conflict or incidents, your feelings about it.

Aim: To raise awareness of one's social surroundings and ethnic diversity. To learn to appreciate native culture by observation and field studies. To learn to analyze one’s feelings and aptitudes. To build up empathy and synergy. 

Terms of participation in the Project:

Language: English; age of students 13-18

Ask students to describe their street in about 450 words.

How to select descriptions:

Criteria:

a. Contents - the description should present different ethnic and social groups, relationships and personal estimation and involvement

b. Language - upper intermediate, advanced English level, fluency, wealth of vocabulary, lucid style

Stage two, while keeping the aim and essay competition, will enlarge the diversity of contributions with pictures, photos, videos, songs, poems, games.

The project is open to secondary school students, age group 13-16    

Eligibility criteria: for students’ contributions 

1. Studies of history

2. Studies of ethnicity

3. Cultural traditions and rites

4. Communities efforts to improve standard of living in “ My street”

5. Team work

2. My River Project

This project has been inspired by the Blue Danube River Project but it is open to all “water” schools, students aged 13-19.

The aim of the project is to sensitise students to issues relevant to a common habitat along a river, to stimulate studies of cultures and their interpenetration, to shape attitudes and develop aptitudes through personal involvement in diverse activities and thus promote "global citizenship" behaviour.

Phase one involves selection of an aspect of river life to explore, observations and field studies, collection of materials choosing partners for team work (same school or several schools) and negotiating programme.

Phase two focuses on 

a)exchange of information and electronic/snail mail/fax communication with partners to compare and analyse findings;

b)preparation of a final material.

Phase three envisages 

a/ participation in a “river water life” competition via Internet

It should be noted that “river water life” implies the whole range of issues relevant to the relationship people-river; people-people along the river.

3. City Empathy Project

The project was developed within the framework of UNDP’s programme “Beautiful Bulgaria” and monitored by the Municipality of Rousse 

Aims:

· Raise awareness of young people of their urban habitat and create motivation for involvement in decision-making concerning city environment

· Encourage student initiative to participate in citizenship projects 

Activities:

· Workshop for teachers and students to introduce participants to CEP and the basic concepts of sustainable urban development

        Follow-up: Participants organise discussion in classes and Clubs of SAGE

· Classroom work: lessons included in the English syllabus to sensitise students from grades 9, 10 and 11 to issues related to their urban environment and teach language skills to improve verbal and written expression in English

· How well do you know your city” quiz 

Description: The competition is prepared by teachers involved in CEP by recommending resource books and providing consultation.

Questions are prepared by teachers of history and geography with the assistance of the Historical Museum of Rousse and the District Library Country Studies department.

Students compete in three teams respectively – 9, 10 and 11 grades.

Prizes are provided in the form of books about Rousse and a special dinner of honour with the Mayor and City Councillors.

· Public debate: “How well do sustainable development and beauty of urban environment agree?’

The debate is prepared as a challenge of arguments for and against and two teams supporting opposing theses compete with public speeches.

The debate is open to the community. 

Prizes are provided in the form of books about Rousse and a special dinner of honour with the Mayor and City Councillors.

· Literature and arts competition “I care about the beauty of my city” 

Criteria of eligibility:

· Topicality

· Cohesive ideas

· Personal stance

· Emotionality of expression

· Language proficiency or artistic ingenuity

4. Family Cultures – Spanning Generations

“We are what we were”

The Project was launched as an initiative of the Open Society Club of Rousse and the Open Society Club of Smoljan and accomplished by School Association for Global education – SAGE.
It was run within the framework of the International Year of Elderly People – 1999 and the International Year of the Culture of Peace – 2000.

Schools from the Rousse and Smoljan regions were invited to participate but the project was open to  all ASP UNESCO and I*EARN schools.

The aim of project was to sensitise young people to family values and help build a family culture of peace.
The Project was launched in May 1999 with a seminar for teachers and school coordinators in Rousse to discuss project ideas.  A similar seminar was held in June 1999 in Smoljan.

In February and March 2000 the working teams discussed their results and prepared the Project  papers.
A videofilm was produced recording the work of participants.

In April 2000 essays, stories, poems, pictures, questionnaires and evaluation of school project coordinators were submitted to the expert teams for assessment.
Prized materials were printed in two volumes – in Bulgarian and English.

A conference was held in June 2000 in Rousse with all participants to present the work of school teams and plan a follow-up. The conference included an exhibition with project materials, a roundtable discussion on the topic “Spanning generations by building the blocks of family culture”. 
The best contributions to the project were distinguished by bestowing prizes of excellence. 

Diversity has been the most distinctive feature of school activities – these were planned and accomplished according to the profile of the school and the capacity of participants. There were discussions, studies, debates, exhibitions, drama, puppet shows, music

5. Discussion Club “Family Culture of Peace”

The discussion club came up as a follow-up to the precious experience accumulated with the Family Project. Participating schools put forward the suggestion that the methodology should be further experimented, enriched and assessed, so that it can be systematised in a resource book with module lessons for teachers to use at school.

25 teachers from 12 schools participate in the discussion club. At each session /one per month in the period October 2000 – March 2001/ teachers presented their ideas on organising school activities with students on issues related to family cultures of peace. These ideas were elaborated on by club members, items and practical action were clarified and new ideas generated. Further these activities were accomplished at schools and experience described. The resource book is in the making and will go to press in April, to be presented to the educational community in May at a conference and a round-table discussion. 

The evaluation of the Discussion club activities pinpoints a few major assets:

· An informal teachers’ community was founded, where collaboration and exchange of experience contributed to the better aptitude of teachers to manage dialogue with students

· Students were involved in voluntary activities to rediscover family values and rebuild bridges between generations

· Parents were involved in research work thus enhancing school empathy

· Teachers’ synergetic activities produced innovative experience to the benefit of the educational community in the region

· Thanks to media publicity new schools and teachers have opted to join in.

6. The Individual in Civil Society – Conflicts and Communication

A project aimed at sensitizing young people in the region of the problems in a democratic society, as well as teaching them conflict resolution skills. A discussion club was organised at the school, focused on developing models for “society-individual” communication. Other activities and topics for discussion in the club are as follows:

“The art of cooperation and communication in a civil society for building the culture of peace”, “Communication on the Internet – new dimensions in human relationship”, “Communication with the media and personal rights”, “Personal freedom and the limitations imposed by society”, a debate “Psychological models of otherness”. 

7. Peaceful Alternatives to Conflicts through Education

Presently SAGE is the coordinator of the ASP school projects for SouthEastern Europe PACE and Classrooms across Borders.

PACE (Peaceful Alternatives to Conflicts through Education) is a project dedicated to the International Year of Culture of Peace 2000, The International Year of Dialogue between Civilizations 2001 and the International Decade of Culture of Peace and Non-violence to the Children of the World 2001-2010. The project is aimed at stimulating intercultural communication between young people in SouthEast Europe through joint creative activities.

8. Discussion Forum for Teachers and Students “The Art of UNESCO Synergy II” for European ASPnet Schools

The aim of the Forum was to involve students and teachers from Schools Associated with UNESCO from Europe in a week’s activities in order to meet the following 

Long-term objectives:

· Re-evaluate the role and viability of schools associated with UNESCO within the framework of European value-education

· Stimulate and enhance UNESCO ASPnet activities via promotion of school exchanges and intensified communication among students and teachers on all levels 

Short-term objectives:

· Explore the value system of young people from different European countries
· Develop viability assessment criteria
· Evolve inter-school communication modules 

· Mould animators’ and UNESCO leaders’ profiles

· Promote bi-lateral and tri-lateral interschool projects

The discussion forum comprised work in 4 students’ and 2 teachers’ workshops, visits to Bulgarian ASP schools for practical sessions, exploration and development of modules, projects and profiles, Internet discussion clubs and entertainment.

14 countries took part with 70 participants.
9. Classrooms across Borders

The project was developed by School Association SAGE and monitored by the National Committee of Bulgaria for the EYL 2001, in accordance with the aims and objectives of the CE on the Stability Pact programmes. The project was financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation.

Students and teachers at ELS – Rousse took part in building a network for communication between people and institutions in the region for elaborating educational strategies for conflict resolution through language and culture education.

They also participated in the International Summer School “SEE*JOY – SouthEast Europe Jubilee of Our Yestermorrow”, held under the aegis of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe as one of the major events dedicated to the European Year of Languages 2001.

For a week in July 2001, about 100 students and teachers from 9 countries of SE Europe: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Slovenia, Turkey and Yugoslavia, were engaged in various activities, interactive games, research expeditions, exploration activities and discussions in the 6 classrooms of the summer school: “The language of art, dance and music”, “The language of the street and the media”, “The language of love and friendship”, “The language of youth culture and entertainment”, “The language of dreams and politics” and “The language of our past and family roots”.

A video film was produced and a collection of Best Practices was compiled. The web site of the event: www.seejoy.hit.bg was designed by a student.

I. How do we ensure the active participation of all persons involved in the projects?

We have developed a system for motivation and encouragement of participation. It runs along the following lines:

Building Blocks

Ethos: Exploration of values, attitudes, motivation to build tolerance, respect, empathy

Partnership: synergising; equal footing versus overpowering, strong and less strong partners; canvassing for support

Structuring: redefinition of aims versus overreaching; activities - task-oriented, group-targeted; awareness of margins; flexibility in prioritising; modification skills

Management: diversity of approaches; shift of coordination; persistence in reaching the larger community; media coverage; process awareness; product; multiplier effect; evaluation

Budgeting: ingenuity; local support; red tape deviation

How to melt ice blocks: modification of topics; change of strategies; role reshuffling; target innovation; exploration of blind alleys; keeping an open mind; negotiate logistics; account for cultural diversity; beware of sensitive political issues; account for project space -  overtaking cyberspace, self-projection

 J. What learning processes take place in the project?

Students and teachers participate in learning activities like seminars, workshops, conferences, discussion. Teachers are further trained by providing consultation, methodology discussion, Internet discussion forum and sharing experience.

Parents are involved in activities.

Our priority has become the evolvement of a system for self-access to education via information provision, guidance, setting challenges for self-assertion.

K. How do we think our site fits into the twinning scheme?

We believe that our sites complies with the key criteria and fits in with thematic area 1: “Interaction between formal and nonformal education /school as a key actor for democracy/, and area 3: “Partnerships between different actors /schools, community, youth, NGOs, local and national education authorities, private companies/ of the Council of Europe guidelines.

We are also fully functioning - SAGE accomplishes its project activities through a network of school coordinators and students’ volunteer clubs. Activities are monitored by a Board of Directors, Teachers’ Council and Students’ Club Leaders Council.
Finances are audited by a Control Commission. 

L. How do we wish to contribute to the twinning scheme?

We believe we can contribute with good experience in innovatory learning about democratic values by combining formal and non-formal education; we can offer the expertise of trainers, provide teaching resource materials, and best of all – human resource.

M. What do we expect from participating in the twinning scheme?

Expectations :

· access to richer opportunities for teachers and students to benefit from international experience in learning for democratic citizenship

· build of a network for collaboration between SAGE as an NGO in the sphere of education and other partners in the international educational community.

· extend the scope of activity of SAGE by finding new partner-schools

· to elaborate educational strategies for democratic citizenship utilising the capacity of the Third Sector.

· create favourable conditions for pedagogical communication among the schools in the region.

· sensitise larger groups of students, teachers and parents to the necessity of involvement with civil society problems.

Bulgarian Site of Education for democratic citizenship and social cohesion

Rousse is the Pearl of the Danube but its aristocratic aura hangs  over our days fraught with omens and worry. The feasible answers to our quandaries perhaps lurk in the blind eyes of house facades. They have trespassed the bounds of time, they have mocked their centenary and watch the hustle and bustle of our lives aloof and uncomprehending. The solid stone walls have treasured the breath of their proud owners, they echo with the sound of their patent-leather shoes, they can still hear the clatter of their abacuses, they are imbued with the love of crowded families, they lament the suicides of bankrupt traders.

The dignified silhouettes of Rousse houses have the souls of people gone immured in their walls and will not bless them with the peace of death.

Activities have been disrupted, or they have not fitted the aristoctratic patterns. Somewhere in time the warp of fate  was torn. Then history continued to weave its rough and colourful patterns and the torn threads ran ladders of forgetfulness. Persons and families sank into oblivion and faded in the city’s memory. Now the patterns in the fabric of the future are incomplete and lack the diversity of colour.

We have undertaken to restore the beauty of the patterns, we will connect the broken threads, so that we can fight the loss of memory, breathe life into frustrated beginnings and forestall still births. Thus we will be able to retain the freshness of each enterprise and boost the attempts to rediscover our civic identity.

We have undertaken to restore the memories of the people who built Rousse, we want to reiterate the urban legends. It is only then that we will be able to silence the screams of the facades’ stone masks: “You do not belong! You are not Rousse!”

And then, perhaps, their souls will rest in eternal peace. 
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