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PROJECT «EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS»

INTRODUCTION:
Croatian school system is in transition and we have a huge discussion about that.

Croatia as post comunistic country had not civic education at all. Last ten years we did not introduce any form of civic education in a school system. We do not have any particular subject,  neither crosscurricular approach.

Two years ago,  the government prepared document called «National Programme for Education on Human Rights but we still wait for concrete changes in schools.

In a light of future changes in our school system we believe that civic education or education for democracy, human right or so will be recognised as priority.

The main obstacles are teacher s education and oldfashion  school organisation so far from modern, open and democratic approach.

On national level we expected political will and support for democratic changes in  schools and we already had some.

First of all process of decentralization which is present and it opened some space for initiatives and actions on local level.

CITY OF RIJEKA 

During  past ten years teachers passed through a lot of education on NGO projects linked to human rights,democracy etc.

City of Rijeka has multicultural tradition and teachers in our schools try to introduce new practices and approaches based on civic education.

Democracy in school is not just an ordinary school subject ( if you have it) it has to be addoption of:

· knowledge

· values

· practice implementation

Knowledge can be accepted through the lectures, particular subject or so. Democratic values should be developed like democratic relations,democratic atmosphere in school, , tolerant and friendly dialogue between teachers and pupils, peaceful communication etc.

Very important thing is connection between schools and local community which means that knowledge and practice from school should be implemented in local community.

In few primary schools  my colleague and I try to prepare pupils through programmes out of  curriculum,  for activities in project which we developed in local institution.

Activities in primary schools are: - debate clubs

· paceful communication (mediation )

· drama in education ( puppetery)

· joung journalists ( schoole magazine)

· childrens rights 

We work on basic skills and knowledge.

After that, pupils can continue in local institution The House of Youth in programme «Education for Democracy and Human Rights».

Activities:

· highschool debate club

· democracy in everyday life ( human rights, role of law...)

· drama and conflict resolving

· youth participation in local community (lobby for youth stuffs, press conferences in local government and mayor, influence of media etc.)

· volunatry work in community

· international cooperation, projectes, trainings, seminars etc.

On that level we work on controversal issues, philosophical and ethic approach, critical thinking, youth poarticipation etc.

Our local authorities support us in our efforts and we have ambitious plans for the future.

My collegues and I decided not to wait better time. We are  acting now!
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