PILOT PROJECT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE “EDUCATION For DEMOCRATIC CITIZENSHIP FOR SOCIAL COHESION”

Dissemination of the results in Italy

In the framework of the three-year project of the Council of Europe “Education to democratic citizenship”, whose first phase was concluded in May 2000, our country realised two pilot projects: sites of democratic citizenship in Fiumicino-Rome, “Progetto Tirreno”, in Naples and its province, “Pagine Partenopee”, in the Venetian Region, “Civic network of Prenziol” through the culture of partnership linking schools and territory in order to promote social cohesion and the culture of school network, focusing on citizenship.

The Council of Europe chose our country as the place where the final Seminar for the evaluation of the citizenship sites (13 on 40) presented by the member countries will be held.

The Seminar “Water and culture: natural and cultural resources for the social cohesion”, funded by the Council of Europe and by the Presidency of the Administration of Rome Province, took place from May 24 to 28, 2000, in the Castle of Maccarese, kindly put at our disposal by Benetton SpA. Twenty experts of citizen sites participated in the Seminar, co-ordinated by the Italian expert of the General Directorate for Cultural Exchanges, Mrs. Anna Paola Tantucci, President of the Italian Section of EIP (Ecole Instrument de Paix), a NGO for human rights education.

The elaboration of the guidelines for the dissemination of the said project are illustrated in for reports, whose translation is presently in progress and that will be published soon (edited by Mrs. Tantucci).

Dissemination activities – proposals

Some activities, aiming at disseminating the project for the creation of a national school network for democratic citizenship are presently in progress at various levels:

· in citizenship sites: Fiumicino-Rome and Naples 

· within the school belonging to networks, for the training of students and teachers to set up “school labs” for education to citizenship

· with the promotion of European projects on citizenship (Comenius, Leonardo)

· with the realisation of tools (books, files, reports)

· with the organisation of meetings, exhibitions and seminars for headmasters in collaboration with regional school offices. 

As to the sites of citizenship, a training pilot project  is being presently realised, according to an agreement between EIP and the School Directorate of Lazio and Campania Regions, for the training of trainers addressed to teachers as “tutors” of the labs for democratic citizenship and to students for carrying out “peer-groups” according to the European skills.

Furthermore, in order to promote an open dialogue with young people, Forums of students at provincial and regional levels will be held.

The network of the schools of the Lazio Region called this project “Il filo di Arianna”, considering citizenship the fil rouge of social cohesion.

The network composed of 14 schools of Campania Region called its project “Mela Verde, Mediterraneo Europa: Laboratorio per Vivere e Rinnovare la Dimensione Europea” (The green apple: Mediterranean Sea-Europe: Lab for living and renovating the European Dimension).

National Network of Schools for Citizenship-Labs for EDC

National Network of Citizenship Sites

Network co-ordinated by Office IV of General Directorate for International Relations, with the co-operation of the NGO EIP (according to an agreement). In each region a pivot school for the network will be chosen according to the DEURE model. With this tool, the Directorate will promote and circulate European initiatives and activities.

The guidelines of the Council of Europe consider as the fundamental indicator of the democratic citizenship “projects dealing with natural, cultural and social heritage”, so the Directorate could propose to the schools belonging to the network a project on heritage focused on the Mediterranean area’s natural and cultural environment.

The schools of the citizenship network are preparing two dissemination Comenius: 

· Comenius addressed to the Professional Schools for Hotel Staff – pilot net of 5 schools on the theme “Mediterranean table:the Feast of many Traditions”

· Comenius for citizenship and communication on the theme “To communicate for becoming citizens”.

